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Purpose of this report 

The purpose of this report is to highlight that the pavements on Derby Road are blocked and obstructed 
to the extent that pedestrian access is both impeded and dangerous.  The intention is that this report will 
assist the relevant authorities to fulfil their statutory duties and schedule the necessary works to clear the 
obstructions, so enabling safe pedestrian access and more effective social distancing. The report was 
compiled in early October 2020, by Ashbourne Town Team1.    

Circulation 

This report has been sent to Ashbourne Town Council, Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC), 
Derbyshire County Council (DCC), Sarah Dines MP and Ashbourne News Telegraph. 

Responsibility for keeping the pavements clear 

The Highways Authority (believed to be DDDC under delegated powers from DCC) has a statutory 
responsibility to keep pavements clear for pedestrians.  The Highways Authority has a direct responsibility 
to do the work itself where the obstruction is on their land (such as debris on pavements).  Where the 
obstruction arises from neighbouring land (such an overgrown hedge) then the primary responsibility lies 
with the landowner.  However the Highways Authority has a direct responsibility to enforce the other 
landowner to clear the obstruction and if the other landowner does not comply then the Highways 
Authority must do this work itself.    

Pedestrian use of Derby Road 

Derby Road is the main pedestrian access to the Town Centre and to schools for an estimated 25% of 
Ashbourne’s population, including schoolchildren.   The road has a 40mph speed limit and carries a 
significant volume of HGV traffic.  The pavements are narrow and the route is dangerous.      

There is just one safe (relatively) crossing place on the lower part of Derby Road, at the traffic island half 
way down the hill.  There is no pedestrian crossing at the bottom traffic lights.  Thus anyone walking 
downhill from the top may start on either side but must then use the island crossing and proceed on the 
left.   The lower part of the right hand side is only suitable for access to residences.   In reverse, anyone 
leaving town to walk uphill must walk up the right hand side of Derby Road until they reach the island 
crossing at which point they may use either side.       

Summary of the access problems 

The pavements appear to have not been properly cleared for many years.  Accumulated debris (soil & 
rotting vegetation) has allowed brambles and ivy to take root and spread.   In some places the debris is 
60cm wide and 15cm deep.   Additionally many landowners are either not cutting back their hedges at all, 
or only cutting them back to the edge of the visible tarmac, thus much of the route is also impeded by 
overhanging branches.    

Access is difficult for all pedestrians and the route is virtually impassable for pushchairs, wheelchairs and 
the less abled.    In some places the unobstructed pavement is less than 50cm wide forcing pedestrians to 
step into the road.    
                                                           
1 Note Ashbourne Town Team is also campaigning for Derby Road to have a 30mph limit, controls over HGV traffic, 
more pedestrian crossings and other road traffic safety improvements, but these are not in scope for this report.   
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Detailed report  

    The detailed report below is divided in two sections, one for each side of the road.     

1. Left hand side (walking downhill starting from the end of the residential zone) 

The hedge needs cutting for most of the way down and everywhere a vast quantity of debris needs 
digging out to clear the tarmac.    Usable pavement width varies from around 50cm to 100cm but in 
many places this is further restricted by overhanging branches.   

2. Right hand side (walking downhill starting from the end of the residential zone)  

In the upper section, the safety barriers need repairing or replacing.   The hedge needs cutting and a 
vast quantity of debris needs digging out to clear the tarmac.    Usable pavement width varies from 
around 65cm to 90cm.  Further downhill the pavement is generally passable for pedestrians, though 
it would benefit from hedge cutting and debris clearing.     Note that once below the island, the 
pavement is of minimal use to pedestrians as there is no crossing point to reach it.    

1) Walking downhill, left hand side   

 

This picture is taken on the upper left hand 
side, just past the residential zone.  The 
hedge overhangs the pavement and needs 
to be cut back.  Underneath the hedge and 
burying the tarmac is years-worth of 
accumulated debris, soil, brambles, ivy and 
other vegetation. 

 

 

The available unobstructed pavement on 
this stretch is generally around 100cm wide.   

 

 

Much of this stretch has a raised kerb or 
wall so the true pavement width is clearly 
defined.  However, the kerb is mostly 
completely hidden by debris and can only 
be found by digging.   
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We cleared the surface debris to expose the 
true inner edge of the tarmac.    The long 
term debris is typically 30cm to 40cm wide 
and 10 to 15 cm deep (ignoring recent leaf-
fall). Clearing this, in conjunction with 
hedge cutting, would add approx. 40% to 
the pavement width.   

 

 

The next stretch of pavement around the 
island crossing is much more overgrown.   
The hedge is a major obstruction and needs 
to be significantly cut back.   Underneath 
the hedge and burying the tarmac is years-
worth of accumulated debris, soil, 
brambles, ivy and other vegetation.   

 

 

The clear tarmac on this stretch is typically 
around 65cm but the usable width is often 
less because of overhanging branches. 

 

 

Standing at the crossing with HGVs 
thundering by and only 60cm of clear 
pavement is dangerous and frightening.  
Schoolchildren use this path. 

 

 

 

The long term debris covering the tarmac 
on this stretch is typically more than 60cm 
wide.  Clearing it (in conjunction with hedge 
cutting) would double the usable pavement 
width. 
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The long term debris covering the tarmac 
on this stretch is typically more than 15 cm 
deep. 

 

 

On the next stretch, below the island, the 
hedge has been properly cut back and is 
well clear of the pavement (proof that it is 
possible).    

 

 

However, large quantities of accumulated 
debris have not been cleared, so the 
pavement is still significantly obstructed.   

 

 

The clear tarmac on this stretch is typically 
around 55cm wide, so very narrow and very 
dangerous with passing HGVs. 

 

 

The long term debris covering the tarmac 
on this stretch is typically around 40cm 
wide.  Clearing it would almost double the 
usable pavement width. 
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The next stretch (alongside The Firs) is very 
overgrown.   The hedge is a major 
obstruction and needs to be significantly 
cut back.    Getting past parked cars can 
involve pushing through the hedge.     

 

 

The clear tarmac on this stretch is typically 
around 60cm wide. 

 

 

Underneath the hedge and covering the 
tarmac is years-worth of accumulated 
debris, soil, brambles, ivy and other 
vegetation, typically to a width of 35cm.   
Clearing this (in conjunction with hedge 
cutting) would add approx. 50% to the 
pavement width.   

 

 

Towards the bottom, the residential zone 
begins again and the pavement is now 
clear. 
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2) Walking downhill, right hand side 

 

 

This is the view looking downhill from just 
past the houses.    The hedge is very 
overgrown and needs to be significantly cut 
back.   Underneath the hedge and burying 
the tarmac is years-worth of accumulated 
debris, soil, brambles, ivy and other 
vegetation.  The picture clearly shows that 
the safety barriers are in a state of 
disrepair.  

 

 

The available unobstructed footway at this 
point is generally around 90cm wide.   

 

 

However, in places on this stretch, the 
roadside edge is raised or kerbed to 
support the barriers, which reduces the 
usable width to only 65cm.     

 
 

 

We cleared the surface debris to expose the 
true inner edge of the tarmac.    Typically 
we found that 30cm to 40cm of tarmac was 
buried.    Removing the debris (in 
conjunction with hedge cutting) would 
increase the usable pavement width by 
around 50%. 
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The vertical depth of the long term debris, 
on the true inside edge of the tarmac, was 
typically 10cm to 15cm (ignoring recent 
leaf-fall). 

 

 

At the bend the pavement widens and is 
generally clear alongside the wall.   

 

 

Approaching the island crossing there is 
more long term accumulated debris, 
typically covering 20cm width of tarmac.  
Whilst the pavement here is wide enough 
for two people, it would benefit from being 
cleared. 

 

 

Similarly below the island crossing, the 
pavement is generally accessible but would 
benefit from removal of debris.  As noted 
on page one, this lower section is minimally 
used as there is no crossing to access it.  

 

 

Nearing the bottom there is a short section 
of overgrown hedge and pavement debris 
(this is outside no. 26 Derby Road and the 
neighbouring farmland) 

 
 


