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 ■ Ashbourne’s new Town Team, which was set up to breathe life  
into its high street businesses, is already starting to count its 
successes. The group, made up of enthusiastic volunteers, is 
working on a vision for the future of the town centre        PAges  2&3
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One of the group’s 
first actions was 
the creation of a 

pop-up art gallery 
in St John Street
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briefly

Civil War 
battle flag to 
go on display 
A PARLIAMENTARIAN battle 
flag from the English Civil War, 
which has strong links to Ash-
bourne, is due to go on public 
display for the first time. 

The 25 sq ft flag, which was 
kept safe by the family of 
wealthy 17th Century indus-
trialist Sir John Gell, of Hopton 
Hall, is part of a collection of 
military artefacts preserved 
by Sir John’s descendants over 
three centuries, and it will all 
now go on display in the re-
cently refurbished National 
Army Museum in London. 

The family also cherished a 
second battle flag, a coat, two 
pistols and a sword, and a cav-
alry saddle with pistol holders. 

According to research, the 
collection was kept together 
by the Gell family at Hopton 
Hall near Carsington, then 
it was moved to Radbourne 
Hall, and then to Newnham 
Hall in Northamptonshire. 

The collection was sold at 
auction in the 1990s and the 
Royal Army Museum bought 
the flag, which can now go on 
display in new space created 
by its refurbishment.

Winter checks 
at pharmacies
A NEW scheme has been in-
troduced in Derbyshire to en-
able people calling the NHS 111 
help line to have appointments 
booked with a local pharmacist 
during the winter months.

The initiative enables call 
handlers to transfer patients 
with minor health conditions 
to their local pharmacy for  
advice and treatment.

On referral from 111, patients 
receive a clinical assessment 
and pharmacists can help with 
common winter illnesses.

They can also assist with ur-
gent medicines supply.

Gold-toothed 
inmate on run

Your Telegraph

County PCSOs join fight against online crime

A CONVICTED robber with a 
gold tooth has fled from Sud-
bury prison.

Leroy Deriggs failed to return 
to the open prison after a day 
out on Boxing Day.

The 43-year-old was originally 
jailed for robbery and failing to 
surrender to police.

Deriggs is described as black, 
5ft 7ins and of medium build. 
He has hazel eyes, short dark 
hair and was unshaven when 
last seen.

He speaks with a London ac-
cent and has a scar above his lip 
on the left-hand side of his face, 
along with an upper gold tooth 
and a diamond stud in his left 
ear. Anyone who sees Deriggs is 
urged not to approach him, but 
call police on 101.

The price of your weekly edi-
tion of the News Telegraph rises  
today from £1.20 to £1.40

TWO of Derbyshire police’s 
PCSOs have been given spe-
cial training to help tackle is-
sues with online crime, which 
the force says strengthens 
their grip on the problem. 

Following a recruitment 
drive of new Police Commu-
nity Support Officers through 
2019, Sarah Dufton and Laura 
Buchanan have been assigned 
to the cyber crime team, work-
ing under the force-wide digi-
tal PCSO, James Land. 

Sarah and Laura, who are 
based out in the north and 
south of the county, will now 
work closely with communi-
ties to offer advice, promote 
safety issues and reduce vul-
nerability but with a focus on 
the digital world.

The team will focus on issues 
surrounding online banking 
and preventing fraudulent 

ASHBOuRNE’S “Town Team” 
is already starting to count its 
successes, despite it  being giv-
en its first warm welcome less 
than a month ago. 

The group, made up of a 
team of enthusiastic volunteer 
“stakeholders” with a  variety 
of backgrounds, skills or busi-
ness interests, has been meet-
ing regularly in the town to 
discuss and put in place the 
over arching plan of what was 
initially billed as a “Manifesto 
for Change”. 

The Town Team says it is 
now working on what it calls 
a  “visionary, strategic and 
strong operational manage-
ment structure for our town 
centre”. 

A spokesman for the group 
said: “It has only been a few 
weeks but there have already 
been significant gains, one of 
which has been the improved 
communication between the 
local authorities and the Town 
Team which is critical for the 
success of the group moving 
forward.

“As a result of the two pub-
lic meetings held in October 
and November, the group has 
been progressing with the aim 
of developing a community-
led action plan to regenerate 
 Ashbourne and there are al-
ready positive changes taking 
place.”

Among the changes that have 
already been put in place, the 
Ashbourne Festival team has 
secured permission from the 
landlord of the former Track 
and Trail and The Gallery in  
St John Street to install a “pop-

up gallery”, featuring the work 
of local artist Lewis Noble.

The next aims for the group 
are centred around what it 
cited as the “Big Four”. 

These are traffic manage-
ment, car parking, retail and 
empty shops, and a market-
ing strategy. Work has already 
started in all categories. 

The spokesman said: “One of 

the first issues to be addressed 
is improving the appearance 
and feel of the town by engag-
ing with landlords and adopt-
ing the windows of empty 
shops before Christmas. 

“This has been actioned and 
on St John Street there are two 
council-owned property win-
dows have been decorated, 
one with lanterns from Ash-

bourne Arts and the other 
 being used by QEGS pupils for 
an arts display. 

“It is understood that two of 
the vacant units will reopen in 
the new year which is excel-
lent news for this prominent 
street. 

“Ashbourne has more than 
85 independent businesses 
and it would be fantastic to see 

these empty units filled.”
The group has also started 

planning meetings with coun-
cil officers early in the new 
year to discuss ways park-
ing and traffic management 
might be reviewed.

A sub-group of the Town 
Team has been tasked with 
finding what is described as a 
“creative way forward” and the 

Town Team working     on manifesto for change
An ambitious plan to 
breathe new life into 
Ashbourne’s high 
street is already  
taking great strides, 
reports GARETH 
BUTTERFIELD

activity, on social media and 
gaming, and online grooming, 
as well as being up to speed on 
the latest scams, trends and 

threats. Sarah said: “Cyber-
crime can be one of the most 
damaging crimes a victim can 
experience, and it is more 

common than you think be-
cause we are all going online 
much more now than ever 
before.

“Every year across the globe, 
millions of pounds of money 
and lots of sensitive data are 
stolen from people, including 
individuals in our local com-
munities and a lot of this can 
be prevented with some sim-
ple actions.

“We’re here to show people, 
especially those who are the 
most vulnerable, how to pro-
tect themselves and their fam-
ily online and not be tricked 
into giving away information 
to the wrong person.”

Residents can take part in 
the Safer Derbyshire “Digital 
MOT” – a questionnaire to 
find out how safe people are 
online which gives actions 
and advice on how to improve 
their cyber security.

To take the test, or find out 
more, visit www.saferderby-
shire.gov.uk

PCSOs Sarah Dutton and 
Laura Buchanan have been 
assigned to Derbyshire 
police’s cyber crime team
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We reopen at 8.30am 
on Thursday 2 January
at The Auction Centre, Etwall
for Free Valuation Days 
with our Experts
Every Wednesday 5pm - 7pm
Every Friday 10am - 4pm
Every Saturday 9am - 12pm

for Jewellery, Watches, Silver, 
Books, Toys, Paintings, Antiques, 
Collectables & Much More . . . 

New venue in Ashbourne to be 
announced soon

Free Home Visits: Probate Valuations: 
Downsizing Advice

service@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk    
www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

The Auction Centre, Heage Lane
Etwall, Derbyshire DE65 6LS          
01283 733988          

          

QUEEN Elizabeth’s Grammar School’s 
former head teacher and CEO of the 
QEGS Multi Academy Trust Anne  Martin 
has been admitted as a Fellow of the 
Chartered College of Teaching. 

Mrs Martin’s appointment to the pro-
fessional body, which is made up of some 
of the most committed teachers and 
leaders in the country, was announced at 
this year’s Speech Day. 

It is a role given only to people who 
have shown a significant and sustained 
contribution to the teaching profession 
and their own professional development.

Aimee Tinkler. the membership com-
mittee chairman, wrote to Mrs Martin, 
in response to her acceptance: “Nomi-
nation and the award of Fellowship rec-
ognises your commitment and achieve-
ment within the teaching profession. It is 
a mark of your skills, achievements and 
expertise and a formal recognition and 

celebration of your ongoing contribu-
tion. 

“I very much hope you will find the fea-
tures and benefits of being a Fellow use-
ful and that you will continue to advocate 
for the teaching profession and help to 
shape the future of the Chartered Col-
lege.”

Ex-QEGS head teacher’s 
professional honour

Full report and photos from QEGS’ 
annual speech day – see pages 10-11

Town Team working     on manifesto for change

members are working on pre-
paring a strategy paper which 
they hope to discuss with the 
leader of the District Council 
in the coming months.”

Marketing the town was 
described as a priority in the 
public meeting held to pre-
sent the ideas to the town on 
Tuesday, November 26 and 
some initiatives have already 

been put into action.  A Christ-
mas video of retailers singing 
a Christmas carol made it to 
the ITV Central news desk and 
the town had a successful in-
volvement in Small Business 
Saturday. 

The group said: “The inde-
pendents in Ashbourne have 
been working together to in-
crease footfall and encourage 

another big public event in the 
spring and, in the meantime, 
several project groups are be-
ing formed. 

These will be heritage, arts 
and culture, early evening 
social, and an attractive and 
safe environment. To find out 
more, or to enquire about get-
ting involved, visit www.ash-
bournetownteam.co.uk

us to shop local this Christ-
mas.  A meeting is being held 
on Thursday, January 9 to fur-
ther progress the marketing 
initiatives. 

Another focus of the team is 
to create an effective organisa-
tional structure. 

A meeting has been held re-
cently with Neil Moulden, the 
chief executive of Derbyshire 

Dales Council for Voluntary 
Services to discuss the organi-
sational model for the group. 

This structure would enable 
the Town Team to become a 
legally recognised body which 
has a voice in the community 
in dealings with local authori-
ties and other third parties.

It is expected that a deci-
sion will be made in January 

on how to structure the group 
which has already welcomed 
three new members onto the 
executive team. 

Sue Moore, Kim Dorrington 
and Chris Webster are all Ash-
bourne residents who have 
joined the group as volunteers 
with relevant expertise and ex-
perience.

The group now hopes to hold 


