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STURSTON

GARAGE LTD
Unit 5&6, Dovedale Court,  

Moor Farm Road, Ashbourne,  

Derbyshire DE6 1HD

A family run business, serving Ashbourne for over 30 years.

Servicing & Repairs on all makes of vehicle, including Volkswagen, Vauxhall, Peugeot,  

Citroen, Renault, Ford, Land Rovers, Honda, Mitsubishi, BMW etc..

MOT’s on Cars, Vans and Motorbikes

  FREE Home or Office collection and Delivery

  FREE Courtesy Car (Subject to insurance terms & conditions)

Call now on

01335 342512
for a quote on 
your vehicle 

We also have a small selection of quality used cars for sale 
and can source a vehicle for you upon request. sturstongarage@gmail.com

Manifesto
for change
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Full story, pages 4&5
Full story,  

page 2

Business group’s blueprint to revive town shops: p3

Anne Wright is 
backing moves 
to revive trade 
in Ashbourne
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Young raffle winner to switch on festive lights
THE lucky winner of 
a children’s raffle will 
be invited to turn on 
Ashbourne’s Christmas 
lights, as final preparations 
are made for the start of the 
town’s festive season. 

Ashbourne’s Mayor Ann 
Smith will be joined by 

Father Christmas in the 
Market Place from 5.30pm 
on Saturday, November 23 
for the event, which will 
bring families in the town 
together for a night of festive 
fun. 

Osmaston Wind Band 
will see out the last of the 

daylight on the Market Place 
with festive music and the 
mice from Matlock Bath’s 
Gulliver’s Kingdom will 
entertain families. 

In the Town Hall there 
will be a Christmas-themed 
artisan and crafters market 
in the main hall, offering 

hand-crafted Christmas 
gift ideas and the Visitor 
Information and Gift Centre 
in Town Hall Yard will stay 
open into the evening, 
selling charity Christmas 
cards and other gift ideas. 

The indoor market runs 
from 10am until 6pm.

This year, Mrs Smith has 
invited local children aged 
between four and 11 to a free 
Winter Wonderland Party 
in the Town Hall’s ballroom 
ahead of the switch-on. 
There are a limited number 
of tickets for the event, 
which can be applied for 

on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 

The switch-on itself will 
take place at 5.30pm and 
the town’s lights, paid for by 
Ashbourne Town Council, 
will provide a festive 
backdrop throughout the 
Christmas season. 

She said: “I believe our list 
of issues and potential pro-
jects represents a practical 
‘Manifesto for Change’ in 
Ashbourne which, when im-
plemented, will lift the town 
economically, environmen-
tally and socially and restore a 
sense of community pride. 

“To implement this mani-
festo we now need a coher-
ent and practical town centre 
action plan that can be de-
livered by a local town team 
that Councillor [Garry] Purdy 
urged the meeting last month 
to take forward. 

“Our retailers group, the Ash-
bourne Stakeholders Group, 
will take the lead in picking 
up the baton thrown out at the 
meeting by Councillor Purdy 
on October 29. 

“We intend to call a further 
public meeting in late Novem-

ber to keep the momentum of 
last month’s meeting, to create 
a town team to prepare and 
deliver on the issues we have 
raised.”

The new collective 
of stakeholders 
hopes firstly 
to create a 
s t e e r i n g 
group of 
r e t a i l e r s 
and other 
business 
represent-
atives who 
can drive 
forward what 
will become a 
town centre plan 
initiative. 

The steering group will 
be tasked with creating a vi-
sion for the town centre with 
a strong focus on achieving 

results from the outset.   
Mrs Wright said: “The aim is 

to manage the town centre’s 
regeneration like a business 

and ensure that an im-
plementation plan 

is backed by real 
public and pri-

vate sector 
investment. 

“Our ini-
tial think-
ing is that 
this town 
c e n t r e 

s t e e r i n g 
group will 

c o m p r i s e 
around 10 to 

12 people who 
must be committed 

to the cause of improving 
Ashbourne, be representa-
tives of their sector interest, 
have the appropriate skills and 

time and have the energy and 
determination to cut through 
and make things happen.

“Our small group is prepared 
to kick this initiative off and 
will be asking the next public 
meeting for volunteers to sit 
on the steering group. 

“In addition, we will need 
to tie into the work of existing 
community groups in Ash-
bourne, such as AshCom CIC, 
Ashbourne Town Council, 
groups looking at transport 
matters, Ashbourne Arts, the 
Shrovetide Committee and so 
on.  Then we can develop spe-
cific projects and improve the 
town centre quickly through 
a community led, bottom-up 
approach. 

“We are not interested just 
talking about change, but 
making it happen. 

“What we are suggesting as 

a town centre team model 
is not more bureaucracy but 
fast moving action orientated 
change. 

“The Ashbourne Stakehold-
ers Group is determined to 
make a positive change to 
improving Ashbourne for the 
benefit of all. This is real op-
portunity for Ashbourne to 
raise its game and be proud. 

“We look forward to imple-
menting our Manifesto of 
Change for Ashbourne with 
the full support of the commu-
nity, businesses and all levels 
of local government.”

The meeting has been ar-
ranged for Tuesday, Novem-
ber 26 at 6pm in Ashbourne 
Town Hall. Everyone is invit-
ed, whether they work in the 
town or are just interested in 
the next steps of regenerating 
it.

A MANIFESTO for change in 
Ashbourne could become the 
blueprint for a significant and 
effective town centre regen-
eration, according to some of 
its key traders. 

A new group of businessmen 
and women who are focused 
on reversing the declining 
fortunes of Ashbourne’s retail 
scene is on the brink of form-
ing and it aims to bring about 
the most significant changes 
in Ashbourne for a generation.

The Ashbourne Stakeholders 
Group, as it is set to be called, 
will champion a “manifesto” 
that sets out clear aims and will 
work towards specific goals 
and achievements by formu-
lating an organised approach 
to tackling what it believes are 
some of Ashbourne’s biggest 
weaknesses and threats. 

The new intervention follows 
a meeting last month organ-
ised by Derbyshire Dales Dis-
trict Council which brought 
many of the most important 
issues faced in Ashbourne to 
the fore. 

The suggestions put forward 
by dozens of town traders will 
form part of the key list of ac-
tion points in the town’s new 
manifesto for change and the 
first stage of this action plan 
will be a further public meet-
ing later this month. 

The action points will include 
better management of traffic, 
parking and pollution; creat-
ing a safer and more attractive 
shopping environment; mar-
keting what the town has to 
offer to visitors and residents; 
filling empty shops and identi-
fying sources of investment to 
regenerate the town. 

Among the stakeholders 
leading the charge on this new 
purge to improve Ashbourne’s 
town centre is businesswom-
an Anne Wright, who owns the 
Young Ideas Group based in St 
John Street. She says she be-
lieves there is plenty to be pos-
itive about in Ashbourne, but 
acknowledges that changes 
are needed, and she hopes the 
new group can work through 
its manifesto with the support 
of councils and townsfolk. 

Blueprint to revive town

By Gareth Butterfield
gareth.butterfield@ashbournenewstelegraph.co.uk

I believe our list of 
issues and potential 
projects represents a 
practical Manifesto  

for Change
Anne Wright 

Anne Wright believes the  momentum 
must be kept up to find solutions for 

the town’s retail malaise


